Introduction
Sport has been argued to play an important role for members of diasporic groups of various origins and in various locations (Burdsey, 2006; Carrington, 2010; Darby and Hassan, 2008; Kaufman, 2005) . Such studies have frequently identified the potential benefits derived from . Nonetheless, less attention has been paid to the role sport plays for 'internal migrants' who migrate to contrasting locations within a nation-state, despite the potential for significant contrasts in the sporting culture between different regions of the same nation-state. The contrasts in sporting culture within a nation-state can be caused by numerous geographic factors (e.g. urban or rural surroundings; proximity to coastlines, lakes and rivers for watersports; proximity to mountainous areas for winter sports and adventurous activities), socioeconomic factors (e.g. relative regional levels of disposable income; class-based sporting preferences) and sociocultural factors (e.g. local and regional sporting identities; cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of location). Given the potential contextual variability within a nation-state, further consideration of the role of sport for 'internal migrants' who relocate to settings within their 'home' nation-state offers the possibility to provide a more nuanced understanding of the relationship between sport and migration.
This article therefore aims to make a contribution towards understanding this relationship by reflecting upon the role sport plays for members of the Scottish diaspora living in England. Approximately 800,000 individuals born in Scotland reside in England, representing twothirds of the estimated 1.25 million Scots-born migrants who reside Scotland (Ancien, Boyle and Kitchin, 2009; Sim, 2011a) .
Given that the United Kingdom as a nation-state is constituted of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, Scots living in England can be viewed as 'internal migrants' within the United Kingdom nationstate (Fielding, 2012; Finney and Simpson, 2008) . This article will therefore explore the experiences of Scots living in England in relation to their sporting and wider cultural habits, drawing upon interviews and personal reflections from a variety of participants. Before turning attention to the role sport plays for these individuals, however, consideration will firstly be given to past studies of the Scottish diaspora in various geographic locations, before honing in on literature discussing the specific context of England and, finally, the importance of sport to the Scottish diaspora.
The Scottish Diaspora
Braziel and Mannur (2003) argue that the sociological study of diasporic groups is of analytical interest as their migration and assimilation to an alternative culture results in the production of hybrid identities and multiple belongings which undermine traditional conceptualisations of identity. Following the establishment of the devolved Scottish Parliament in 1999, there has been an increase in the number of academic studies concentrating on the Scottish diaspora following the development of a number of diaspora engagement policies supported by the devolved Scottish Executive (Sim, 2012) . Support for However, given the lack of sovereign statehood for the Scottish 'nation', the case of the Scottish diaspora generates some analytical difficulties in relation to the application of key concepts and typologies derived from the academic study of other diasporic groups (Devine, 2011) . th century, which resulted in a number of Scottish 'crofters' from rural areas being forced to seek employment in the rapidly urbanising Scottish cities or to settle in overseas locations such as North America (Jarvie, 1991; Devine, 2011) . Regardless of the nature of the motivations for the Scottish diaspora to leave their home, both of these developments resulted in a significant increase in the number of Scots migrating to locations throughout the world, and thus the opportunity to spread Scottish cultural practices to other international settings. This resulted in the establishment of a number of Scottish cultural associations in areas with significant Scottish migrant populations, with a number of Scottish and Highland societies, Burns clubs and Masonic lodges founded in overseas locations during this period (Devine, 2011; McCarthy, 2007a In order to turn our attention to the importance of sport for the Scottish diaspora, it is important to firstly outline the relationship between sport and Scottish identity. For Scots, the existence of international sporting fixtures or events involving independent Scottish teams or individuals offers Scots the opportunity to maintain a sense of allegiance with their contemporaries, whilst also distinguishing themselves from other nationalities both within and outwith the UK (Bairner, 1994 (Bairner, , 2001 Jarvie and Walker, 1994; Duke and Crolley, 1996; Moorhouse, 1987) . Such arguments often invoke Anderson's (1991) conceptualisation of the nation as an 'imagined community ', with Bairner (2001) arguing that sport offers the opportunity to give both physical form and voice to an otherwise abstract notion of a national identity, thus bringing the 'imagined community' of a given nation to life. Despite their geographical displacement, the Scottish diaspora can therefore participate in this 'imagined community' simultaneously with their contemporaries in Scotland. This can be achieved by viewing televised coverage of sporting events either individually or collectively with fellow Scots migrants, or through the consumption of mediated information on Scottish sport to maintain an active interest in Scottish sporting culture.
However, it is again important to acknowledge that any notion that a singular Scottish identity is expressed through engagement with
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The Scottish Diaspora in England
Although the majority of studies of the Scottish diaspora have focused on locations outside of the UK, a growing number of studies have also considered the migration of Scots to England (e.g. McCarthy 2005 , 2007b Leith and Sim, 2012; Sim, 2011a (McCarthy, 2005 (McCarthy, , 2007a (McCarthy, , 2007b Sim, 2011a 
Sport and the Scottish Diaspora in England
Given this perception of contrasting strategies used by Scots in (2005) and Leith and Sim (2012) 
is unsurprising).
Although the findings of these studies have began to identify some nuances of the relationship between sport and the Scottish diaspora in England, the placing of sport as the primary focus of the current research aims to flesh out the initial arguments made by these authors in their more broadly-focused analyses. Attention will now turn to outlining the methods adopted in the current study in its attempts to further understand the manner in which Scots living in England use sport to link to their Scottish 'home'.
Methodology
The interviews discussed in this study were conducted in 2011, with 13 interviewees identified through the use of a theoretical snowball sampling strategy. In order to participate in the study, interviewees had to have been born in Scotland and to have current residence in England.
Initial contact was made with 5 personal acquaintances in various geographic locations in the South East and East Midlands regions who met these criteria. The 8 additional participants were identified through In order to generate the rich data required for this approach, this study adopted the 'life story' approach advocated by Atkinson (1998) within its semi-structured interviews, with interviews ranging in length from 35 to 135 minutes. Similar approaches have been adopted in other studies of the Scottish diaspora (McCarthy, 2005 (McCarthy, , 2007a Sim, 2011a Sim, , 2011b Sim, , 2012 were then analysed using a thematic narrative analysis strategy, with emphasis placed on identifying themes which linked to their 'ontological narratives' of their experiences as a member of the Scottish diaspora, and the various sources of 'public narratives' which has influenced their identification (or non-identification) with their Scottish birthplace (Somers, 1994; Somers and Gibson, 1994) . Furthermore, particular attention was paid to the role of sport as a means of maintaining cultural and emotional attachment to Scotland. Each interviewee has been given a pseudonym to protect their anonymity in the forthcoming discussion of the various themes which emerged as a result of this analysis.
Discussion
Reflecting upon the central outcomes of the interviewees, it is possible to organise the emergent themes into two sections for the purposes of this discussion. The first section of this analysis will concentrate on the cultural similarities and differences between Scotland and England as perceived by the interviewees, and the positioning of England as a cultural and political 'other' by the Scottish diaspora.
Attention then turns to the strategies adopted by the Scottish diaspora in Only two respondents felt more strongly about the extent of difference between the two countries, arguing that there are significant contrasts to be drawn. Nonetheless, it is possible to begin to identify certain areas of divergence between Scotland and England which were viewed by a number of interviewees as important factors in understanding the relationship between the two countries, echoing many of the arguments of
Miller (2005). One such contrast which was cited by the majority of respondents was the view that England was financially richer than their neighbours in Scotland:
I mean, y'know, to me, there strikes me as being a lot… quite a lot of differences. Um… there's huge financial differences. Prices of property, stuff like that. I think that the opportunities are not so abundant up there. Another interesting difference identified by a selection of participants was the opinion that Scots were more likely to engage with predominant notions of Scottish identity. The reasons behind this contrast were argued to lie in the view that Scottish nationality and Discussion of the differences in lifestyle and culture also resulted in the identification of less positive evaluations of Scotland in relation to England. Again, drawing upon the discussion of characteristics of Scottish identity, particular differences were found in relation to poor diet and higher alcohol consumption in Scotland. Discussion of the social environments in which drinking took place found less consensus, with some respondents arguing that there is a stronger pub culture in England whereas others argued the same for Scotland. Other cultural differences were proposed in relation to an increased market culture in England, differences in traditional forms of music and art, and the increased These arguments lead nicely onto a consideration of the differences found in relation to the cultural interest which will be of specific focus in the discussion which ensues regarding the role of sport for the Scottish diaspora in England.
Scottish Culture, Sport and Internal Migration
Having summarised the predominant perceived cultural, social and political differences between Scotland and England, attention now turns to gaining an appreciation of the manner in which the Scottish diaspora in England may maintain a cultural attachment with Scotland.
In this regard, a notable phenomenon cited by a number of respondents was as increased interest in Scottish affairs and culture after leaving This was argued to be fairly typical behaviour for ex-pats and exiles of all countries, and was frequently explained in relation to personal feelings of dislocation and detachment from Scotland:
There's undoubtedly been, from a very young age, a desire to be part of something Scottish. And following the football team and the rugby team is a big part of that. Reading stuff and reading books has always been a part of it as well. And I guess it's typical of ex-pats, wherever they are, you have that sense of something missing that you go into it in a way that you might not have otherwise. Em… but yeah, I'm absolutely sure that I've been dislocated from it from the moment I moved south in 1972. (Scott) As outlined above, the cultural practices adopted by my interviewees tended to be individual in their nature, with no participants stating that they actively participated in communal social and cultural In terms of maintaining links to Scotland, the participants expressed an interest in team sports such as football and rugby predominantly, followed by athletics, tennis and golf. One aspect of the relationship between sport and Scottish identity discussed was the emphasis on the importance of separate Scottish representative teams in international sporting competition for distinguishing Scotland as an independent entity, as argued by Bairner (1994; 2001) . Given that the opportunities to identify Scotland as a distinct nation on the global stage are limited due to its status as a 'submerged nation', the presence of Scottish teams in specific sporting contexts offers the change to promote an element of independence for the Scottish nation:
I guess more that there is a very independent… you know, a Scotland team rather than a British team that puts it very much at the forefront… it is I think one of the only relatively few times when Scotland is independent from the rest of the country and the UK. (Sandra) given that their research used formal organisations such as these as a means of recruiting participants for their analyses, this is unsurprising.
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In Australia, you bumped into people when you went to watch the football. for Scots living in England therefore adds credence to the arguments of Giulianotti and Robertson (2006, 2007) regarding the prevalence of 'banal relativization' in relation to sport's role for members of the Scottish diaspora.
Conclusions -Geographic Proximity, Cultural Proximity and Internal Migration
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